People’s Memorial™ to Serve
Al of Washington State

The Board of our sister organization in Eastern Wash-
ington, the Spokane Memorial Association (SMA), has
voted to merge into People’s Memorial. While the details
are still being worked out as the newsletter goes to print,
the merger is expected to take place before June.

SMA for many years has contracted with funeral homes
in the Spokane area which were eventually purchased by
Service Corporation International (SCI). SCI is the same
funeral home conglomerate which cancelled People’s
Memorial contracts with Bleitz, Acacia, Miller-Woodlawn
and several others. The Spokane group recently received
notice that SCI would be cancelling its funeral home con-
tracts as well.

People’s Memorial is in the process of negotiating a con-
tract with a locally-owned Spokane funeral home. SMA
has over 3,000 members in Eastern Washington and
Northern Idaho. About 300 PMA members live in that
region as well. Spokane Memorial was founded in 1962
and at its height handled about 1 in 10 deaths in Spokane
County. In recent years the organization has struggled
due to competition from other low-cost providers in the
area.

Originally People’s Memorial served only Western Wash-
ington, but in 2004 our sister organization in Yakima, the
Memorial Society of Central Washington, merged with
PMA. That brought the reach of PMA across the Cas-
cades. We now look forward to the opportunity to serve
members across the entire state of Washington.

Green Burial
Returning to the Basics...

Long time green burial advocate Nora Cedarwind Young
will give a presentation on this age-old practice at the
PMA annual meeting. As people are becoming more and
more environmentally conscious, they are also rethinking
modern funeral practices. While cremation is generally
considered to have relatively little environmental impact,
it turns out that the practices of our ancestors may be the
most environmentally friendly.

Until a few generations ago,
families or religious communities
cared for their own dead with-
out the need for a funeral home.
In most cultures the body was
placed in a cloth shroud or simple
wooden box and placed directly
into the soil.

Most cemeteries today require
that a body be placed in a casket- .
and then inside a concrete vault Nora Cedarwind Young

ot liner for burial. Those items are not required by law.

A return to green burial became popular in England in
the 1990%s. In recent years it has also seen a resurgence
here in the US. See the article on page 2 regarding green
burial options available in Washington State.

Nora is a hospice chaplain, death midwife and green
burial educator. She is also a member of the Board of
Trustees of People’s Memorial.

People’s Memorial™ Association
People’s Memorial™ Funeral Cooperative
PMA™ Education Fund

Annnal Meeting
Saturday April 18th, 10 an: 1o 12 Noon

University Unitarian Church
6556 35th Ave NE Seattle, WA 98115

Doors Open at 9 am

To receive annual meeting materials in advance, contact the office at info@peoplesmemorial.org or 206-325-0489

www.peoplesmemorial.org
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Funeral Co-0p
Has a Record Year

While People’s Memorial Funeral Cooperative is not yet
even two years old, it is already one of the largest-volume
funeral homes in the state of Washington. At the same
time it provides very high-quality, personalized service to
families.

The board and staff are very aware of the need to plan
for further growth. We continue to look toward own-
ing our own crematory in the coming years. In these lean
economic times, we are findng that people are even more
price-conscious as they shop for cremation or burial ser-
vices. If anything, we anticipate that the current econom-
ic climate will contribute to further growth of the Co-op
as the corporates continue to raise prices.

PMA Has 24 Points of Service

As this newsletter goes to print, PMA has a record 21
contracted funeral home locations, in addition to a green
cemetery, a conventional cemetery and a monument
company to serve its members. Additionally, we are in
the process of negotiating contracts with other funeral
homes and hope to add more locations soon. Never be-
fore have our members had so many choices regarding
their final arrangements. Approximately 1 in 12 funeral
homes in the state are now contracted with People’s Me-
moriall The enclosed brochure includes our new 2009-
2011 contracted prices, which take effect June 1, 2009.
Please pass this on to a friend or family member.

Green Burial
in Washington State

People’s Memorial
members now have
several green burial
options available to
them. Three of our
contracted funeral
providers are certi-
fied by the Green
Burial Council--A
Sacred  Moment,
Moles Family Fu-
neral Homes and
People’s Memorial
Funeral Coopera-
tive. Each offers
burial with no em-
balming in a biode-
gradable container.

In addition, Moles
opened the first
green cemetery
in Western Wash-

ington on January

A Lummii Tribal Elder Blesses
The Meadow Green Cemetery

31st. The Ferndale cemetery is located adjacent to Moles
Greenacres and is called The Meadow. Joe Sehee, Execu-
tive Director of the Green Burial Council, spoke at the
dedication and referred to the fact that Moles have main-
tained the highest environmental standards in developing
the cemetery. Joe also spoke on green burial to groups in
Seattle and Port Townsend during his visit. These events
were sponsored by the PMA Education Fund and Moles
Family Funeral Homes.

PMA members receive discounted prices at all of these
green burial providers.

Another green cemetery called White Eagle opened
last year near Goldendale in South Central Washington.
While not contracted with PMA, White Eagle offers true
wilderness burial in the grass hills above the Columbia
River Gorge.

The Vision of People’s Menmorial™

DPeople’s Memorial™ envisions a future where all of us have information about and access to
death care options that reflect our pérsonal valués and resonrces.

Our Mission Statements:
Peaple’s Memorial™ Association, a Washington State nonprofit, promotes consumer choice for end-of-life arrangements.

Pegple’s Memorial™ Funeral Cooperative, a not-for-profit funeral homse, serves the Greater Seattle area
with dignified and affordable burial and cremation arrangements.

The PMA™ Education Fund, a tax-deductible, nonprofit resource, informs consumers
about their legal rights and choices for end of life.
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Captain Smartypants
to Exntertain at Annnal Meeting

Captain Smartypants

Captain Smartypants, the small vocal ensemble from the
Seattle Men’s Chorus will regale us with their wit, humor
and thought-provoking music at this year’s annual meet-
ing. The group is directed by Eric Lane Barnes who is
a nationally recognized composer and Assistant Artistic
Director to the Seattle Men’s Chorus. “The Pants” never

disappoint. They always have a few surprises and are
guaranteed to get you laughing with their tongue-in-cheek
humor. Don’t miss this special treat!

2009 Funeral Home Price Survey

In April and May, the PMA Education Fund will be re-
leasing the results of the 2009 Price Survey. Since PMA
will now be serving the entire state of Washington, the
Price Survey Committee has taken on the task of survey-
ing prices at some 230 funeral homes in the state. The
survey will be broken down by 6 - 7 geographic regions
with each region being released separately. Since funer-
al home prices can vary by some 300-400% depending
upon which establishment you choose, the price survey is
an invaluable consumer resource.

Join the Fun!
Support a Great Cause
Learn New Things
Meet Interesting People

Become a PM.A 1 olunteer!

Email: panl@peoplesmemorial.org
or call Paul at 206-325-0489

2009 Board Nowinees

Board of Trustees (3 year term):
David M. Newman served as a board alternate this past
year and is a civil law attorney with Rainier Law Group
in Bellevue. He also volunteers as an attorney with the
Eastside Legal Assistance Program.

Larry Haight has been a board member of the Spokane
Memorial Association (SMA) since 1981. He recently re-
tired as a contractor building quality single family homes.
Larry lives in Spokane Valley with his wife Barbara, who
has been the long-time Executive Secretary of SMA.

Lori Rath is an attorney with a private practice in Seattle,
specializing in Estate Planning, Probate and Mediation.
She been a real advocate for PMA and recently completed
her service on the board of Casa Latina.

Board of Trustees (1 year term):
Todd Smith is a recent transplant to the Northwest and
has worked for many years with HAR-BRO General Con-
tractors. Todd is interested in helping the Funeral Co-op
establish its own crematory.

Board Alternates (1 year term):

Jeanette Merki is retired from a career in human resourc-
es and is more active than ever in volunteering for causes
she believes in. She is President of the UU Humanists
and sits on the board of the Northwest Freethought
Coalition.

Pam Kiesel is retired from the information technology
industry, most recently working for Starbucks. This past
year Pam has served on the PMA Bylaws Committee. She
lives on Hood Canal and is an active volunteer in North
Mason County.

Nominating Committee (1 year term):
Char Barrett is a licensed funeral director and was a driv-
ing force in getting the Funeral Co-op established 2 years
ago. Char’s own business, A Sacred Moment, specializes
in home funerals. She volunteers with Providence Hos-
pice and previously worked for the Make-A-Wish Foun-
dation and Howard Miller Furniture.

Gil Price is returning for a second term on the Nomi-
nating Committee. He is Executive Director with the law
firm of Barker Martin in Seattle. Gil is President of the
Washington State Community Associations Institute and
serves on the board of the Seattle Men’s and Women’s
Chorus.
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People’s Memorial™ envisions a future where all of us have information abont and access to deatl care options that reflect our personal values and resonrces.

2009-11 PMA Contracted Funeral Homes

SEATTLE:
People’s Memorial™ Funeral Cooperative call: (206) 529-3800

RENTON & KIRKLAND:
Barton Family Funeral Service call: 1-888-878-2159

KENT:
Cady Cremation Services and Funeral Home call: 1-800-954-9672

AUBURN:
Klontz Funeral Home and Cremation Service call: (253) 833-1322

SUMNER (Puyallup, Tacoma):
Curnow Funeral Home and Cremation Service call: (253) 863-2800

BELLINGHAM, FERNDALE, GREENACRES & LYNDEN:
Moles Family Funeral Homes call: 1-866-899-5535

LAKEWOOD (Tacoma), BREMERTON, SEQUIM, PORT ANGELES & PORT TOWNSEND:
Linde Family Funeral Service call: 1-800-501-4506

WINLOCK (Centralia):
Cattermole Funeral Home call: (360) 785-3881

OMAK, BREWSTER, (Chelan & Wenatchee):
Legacy Memorial Funeral Home call: 1-800 986-5232
PASCO (Tri-Cities):

Hillcrest Bruce Lee Funeral Home call: (509) 547-3321

HOME FUNERALS:
A Sacred Moment Home Funerals call: (206) 529-3803

Visit www.peoplesmenmorial.org for the most up-to-date info on PMA Funeral Homes




